
PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee { l, 8 , O 1,. - "2.. oof 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
nickpulcinella@comcast .net 
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e-mail (optional) . ..jl.,t:::i.a.~=.u.a::~:2,:..;~ phone (optional) QI./ 3 (,2:d-1'.;>s::L-
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DISTANCE TO BIRD l\l.:J Cu-\- 4o / c· 1 i2 ¥ ]h,w ► Jv:s fM)c.,c_, ~~ L 1cl<-f Li.-<. ) 
(l>1::, I-LS 
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OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED_N'--""~l<,€.c..:;-;;..;\')=----=Ey+=c: _________________ _ 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant 
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(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 
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VOCALIZATIONS__._N: ...... ..,~----1::; __ h¼r----=--......... A----___________________ _ 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph__ Video recording__ Audio recording__ Drawing __ 
Photographer/recorder/illustrator: 

Name ________________________ _ 
Address _______________________ _ 
City _____________ State __ ZIP ______ _ 
e-mail (optional) ________ phone (optional) ______ _ 

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you . If you made a drawing, please include it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition ___________________________ _ 
If collected (by permit) , location of specimen if known ________________ _ 
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John and Lisa Fedak 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

"John and Lisa Fedak" <jlfedak@atlanticbb.net> 
"PA Birds" <PABIRDS@LIST.AUDUBON.ORG> 
"John and Lisa Fedak" <jlfedak@atlanticbb.net> 
Wednesday, August 31, 2005 4:51 PM 
American Swallowtailed Kite - McKean County 
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At about 4:50pm an adult American Swallow-tailed Kite was observed flying across the road about 1/4 to 1/2 mile 
south of the entrance to the Sugar Bay Boat Launch on Route 321 in McKean County. I was just leaving after 
checking out Sugar Bay for hurricane vagrants and coming up with good shorebirds but no' storm birds'. My first 
thought was an Osprey (about the right size) then it went to Magnificent Frigate bird when I saw the tail, but after 
realizing that the wing linings were white underneath, the only candidate left is American Swallowtail kite. After 
consulting my field guides, I am 100% absolutely sure POSITIVE that it was an adult Swallow-tailed Kite! I did not 
see any barring on the underside so I am sure it was an adult. The bird was flying low down and across the road 
and may have landed as I went back and scanned the air and ridgetops and turned up nothing. I did not expect 
this bird although I had hoped for other vagrants, but I am not complaining. 

The bird was white headed, white bellied, white wing linings, black looking above, black flight feathers under, and 
a black swallow tail. 

Good birding, 
John Fedak 
Bradford 

I will post the shorebirds when I get back from bowling league! 
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Record No: 168-02-2005 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) 

Date of Sighting: 31 August 2005 to 31 August 2005 
Location: SUGAR BAY 
County : MCKEAN 
Observer(s): John Fedak 

Date of Submission: 2005 
Submitted by: John Fedak 

Written Description: Yes Photo:"'l'i, Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class Ill Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

R. Wiltraut X 
A. Guarente >G 
P. Guris ;< 
J. Stanlev X. 
E. Witmer X 
J. Heller x 
M. Sharp J( 
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